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challenged the Democrats to join issue 011 them before the
people. The challenge was never met. Although it had
been the expectation of the Eepublican managers that these
three acts would be the chief issues of the. campaign, the
Democratic managers sedulously avoided them, thereby
making confession that popular support had been won for
them by the President.

Early in the campaign, a few weeks after Judge Alton
B. Parker had been nominated as the Democratic candidate
and had set forth his views and principles, a temporary
alarm was caused in the Eepublican camp by the sudden and
entirely unexpected declaration of the New York Swi on
August 11, 1904, that it was in favor of Eooaovelt in pref-
erence to Parker. As that journal had been the most ven-
omous of all the President's critics in condemning his
course toward corporations and trusts, the Republican
managers were alarmed lest its sudden "flop" might give
the impression that a compromise of some sort had been
arranged through which the support of the "Wall-Street
crowd7' had been secured for Boosevelt. The manner of
the Sim's declaration gave a semblance of color to this
possible view, for it rfcad:

"As the case is now made up, we prefer the impulsive
candidate of the party of conservatism to the mildly con-
servative, temporizing opportunist representative of the
Hun vote in the background. We have more faith in the
distinct promises of the Chicago platform, not ignoring the
many serious defects pf that document, than we have in
the miserable hell broth of disaster and dynamite concocted
at St. Louis a month ago by a party afraid to renounce its
criminal follies, and tasted yesterday at Esopus by a re-
spectable candidate, who declares with gusto that its flavor
is admirable."

On the date on which the Sim article appeared the Presi-
dent wrote to Mr. Cortelyou, chairman of the Eepublican
National Committee:

"I know the stress you are under, but as regards this